
 

Washington HEAL Act’s Community Engagement Mandate 

 

Sec. 13. EQUITABLE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  

 

(1) By July 1, 2022, each covered agency must create and adopt a community engagement plan 

that describes how it will engage with overburdened communities and vulnerable populations as 

it evaluates new and existing activities and programs. This plan must describe how the agency 

plans to facilitate equitable participation and support meaningful and direct involvement of 

vulnerable populations and overburdened communities.  

The plan must include:  

(a) How the covered agency will identify and prioritize overburdened communities for purposes of 

this chapter;  

(b) Best practices for outreach and communication to overcome barriers to engagement with 

overburdened communities and vulnerable populations; 

 (c) Use of special screening tools that integrate environmental, demographic, and health 

disparities data, such as the environmental  health disparities map, to evaluate and understand 

the nature and needs of the people who the agency expects to be impacted by significant agency 

actions under section 14 of this act and processes under section 16 of this act to overcome 

barriers to participation;  

(d) Processes that facilitate and support the inclusion of members of communities affected by 

agency decision making including, to the extent legal and practicable, but not limited to, child care 

and reimbursement for travel and other expenses; and  

(e) Methods for outreach and communication with those who face barriers, language or otherwise, 

to participation.  

(2) Covered agencies must regularly review their compliance with existing laws and policies that 

guide community engagement and must comply with the following:  

(a) Title VI of the civil rights act, prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, or national origin 

and requiring meaningful access to people with limited English proficiency, and disability;  

(b) Executive Order 05-03, requiring plain talk when communicating with the public; and 

(c) Guidance related to Executive Order 13166, requiring meaningful access to agency programs 

and services for people with limited English proficiency. 

(3) In developing and updating its plan, each covered agency must consider any guidance 

developed by the council pursuant to section 20 of this act. 

4) A covered agency may coordinate with the office of equity to identify policy and system barriers 

to meaningful engagement with communities as conducted by the office under RCW 

43.06D.040(1)(b). 

 

VT S148 Equivalent 

(b) On or before July 1, 2024, every Vermont State agency shall create and adopt a community 

engagement plan that describes how the agency will engage with environmental justice 

populations and overburdened or underserved communities as it evaluates new and existing 

activities and programs, taking into consideration the recommendations of the Advisory Council 

on Environmental Justice pursuant to subdivision 6004(c)(2)(B) of this title. This plan shall 

describe how the agency plans to facilitate equitable participation and support meaningful and 

direct involvement of environmental justice populations and overburdened or underserved 

communities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5141-S2.SL.pdf?q=20220127093759


 

Definitions for “Environmental Burdens”  (WA/MA/VT) 

 

WA: "Environmental harm" means the individual or cumulative environmental health impacts 

and risks to communities caused by historic, current, or projected: 

(a) Exposure to pollution, conventional or toxic pollutants, environmental hazards, or other 

contamination in the air, water, and land; 

 (b) Adverse environmental effects, including exposure to contamination, hazardous 

substances, or pollution that increase the risk of adverse environmental health outcomes or 

create vulnerabilities to the impacts of climate change; 

(c) Loss or impairment of ecosystem functions or traditional food resources or loss of access to 

gather cultural resources or harvest traditional foods; or 

(d) Health and economic impacts from climate change. 

 

MA:  “Environmental Burdens” means any destruction, damage, or impairment of natural 

resources that is not insignificant, resulting from intentional or reasonably foreseeable causes, 

including but not limited to climate change, air pollution, water pollution, improper sewage 

disposal, dumping of solid wastes and other noxious substances, excessive noise, activities that 

limit access to natural resources and constructed outdoor recreational facilities and venues, 

inadequate remediation of pollution, reduction of ground water levels, impairment of water 

quality, increased flooding or storm water flows, and damage to inland waterways and 

waterbodies, wetlands, marine shores and waters, forests, open spaces, and playgrounds from 

private industrial, commercial or government operations or other activity that contaminates or 

alters the quality of the environment and poses a risk to public health. 

 

VT S148 Equivalent: 

“Environmental burdens” means any significant threat to the fundamental right to clean air, 

water, and land, including any destruction, damage, or impairment of natural resources, 

resulting from intentional or reasonably foreseeable causes, including:  climate change; air and 

water pollution; improper sewage disposal; improper handling of solid wastes and other noxious 

substances; excessive noise; activities that limit access to green spaces, Indigenous food or 

cultural resources, nutritious food, or constructed outdoor playgrounds and other recreational 

facilities and venues; inadequate remediation of pollution; reduction of groundwater levels; 

increased flooding or stormwater flows; home and building health hazards, including lead paint, 

lead plumbing, asbestos, and mold; and damage to inland waterways and waterbodies, 

wetlands, forests, green spaces or constructed playgrounds or 1other outdoor recreational 

facilities and venues from private, industrial, commercial, and government operations or other 

activity that contaminates or alters the quality of the environment and poses a risk to public 

health. 

 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5141-S2.SL.pdf?q=20220127093759
https://www.mass.gov/doc/environmental-justice-policy6242021-update/download

